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A Tribute of Silence 
(an edited excerpt from Ann Denes Wagner)
It was cold and damp as only it can be in Bowling Green in late November. After the band played 
the National Anthem, the crowd that filled the football stadium was subdued as they took their seats 
for the game that was about to begin.  Only the flap of leather, whistles from the referees, and the 
hushed voices of the coaches and players calling out plays could be heard.
My dad, Nick Denes, was head football coach at Western Kentucky State. The Western Kentucky vs. 
Murray State football game was to be played on Saturday Nov. 23, 1963. It was shortly after noon 
on Friday, Nov. 22, 1963 when my husband came home with the news that President Kennedy had 
been assassinated in Dallas, Texas…. [My dad] conferred with his assistant coaches (Jimmy Feix, 
Turner Elrod, and Frank Griffin); Kelly Thompson, the President of Western; and the coaches from 
Murray State.  Should the game be played or should it be cancelled?  After a long discussion of pros 
and cons, it was decided that the game would be played as planned.  It was also determined that 
there should not be any cheering or clapping as the game was being played.  The fans must be silent 
as a sign of respect for our fallen president. 
On the day of the game, the crowd was informed of the rule of silence as they arrived at the stadium 
and took their seats. They watched in silence as the Hilltoppers won the game that would ensure 
their invitation to the first Tangerine Bowl. The fans were elated by the win and saddened by the 
horrible act of violence that ended the life of President Kennedy.  Their tribute of silence was 
something I will always remember.
 Ann Denes Wagner, Louisville, KY
     To commemorate the life of John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, WKU Manuscript/
Folklife Archives Coordinator Jonathan 
Jeffrey is collecting remembrances 
of Kennedy’s visit to Bowling Green 
on October 8, 1960 as a presidential 
candidate, and/or memories of his 
assassination on November 22, 1963. 
     According to Jeffrey, more than 100 
remembrances have been submitted, 
both in print and through oral 
interviews. “I’ve been thrilled with the 
quality of the ones we have received,” 
said Jeffrey. “There have been many 
touching memories, and several books, 
photographs, and other pieces of 
memorabilia have been added to the 
collection.” 
     Simply put, Jeffrey said that we 
will lose these memories if they are not 
collected. “His assassination was of international 
importance and it affected the people of our area,” 
said Jeffrey. “It is imperative that we collect local 
reactions to international and national events. It takes 
one generation to forget and only a select number of 
people—those in their 60s or older—that recall this  
        
event with clarity.”
     Jeffrey will be collecting memories through 
President’s Day 2014. Anyone who has recollections 
of events on either date is encouraged to submit 
remembrances to jonathan.jeffrey@wku.edu or by 
calling 270-745-5265.
Above: Kennedy riding in a Bowling Green motorcade in front of The Presbyterian Church. 
Picture donated to WKU Special Collections Library by Gerald Givens.
JFK Memory Project: Remembering JFK 50 years later
     WKU Libraries 
teamed up with the 
WKU International 
Student Office, and 
Student Affairs to 
provide “Faraway 
Flix,” a series of 
international films to 
the campus community 
every month during 
the 2013-14 academic 
year. Students who 
attend the Friday night 
movies are offered 
light snacks from the 
featured country, and at 
the end of each film, there is a brief scholar-led 
discussion. For more information, go to 
wku.edu/library.
Jonathan Jeffrey, WKU Special 
Collections Librarian, led a discussion 
on “Housing the Dead: Grave Houses 
in Kentucky” as part of the We’ve Been 
Everywhere speaker series.
WKU Libraries co-sponsors 
International Film Series 
     Dr. Charles H. Smith, WKU Professor 
and Science Librarian in Library 
Public Services, attended a two-day 
discussion on Alfred Russel Wallace 
organized by the Royal Society 
of London, held October 21-22 in 
London, England. Smith, a leading 
international expert on Wallace, 
was one of sixteen speakers invited 
to talk at the conference marking 
the centenary of the death of the 
naturalist-explorer. 
Smith was also one of ten scholars to 
present at a conference at the American 
Museum of Natural History in New York City 
on November 12. His program was titled “’Final 
Causes’ in Wallace’s Science and Cosmology.”
Smith speaks on Wallace at two conferences
     Holocaust survivor and 
professional violinist Samuel 
Marder spoke to a standing 
room only crowd at Barnes & 
Noble on Thursday, October 
17 as part of the WKU 
Libraries’ Far Away Places 
speaker series. 
     At the age of ten,  Marder 
was a victim of the Holocaust 
where he lost his father 
during his 3 and a half years 
in a concentration camp in 
what is now Ukraine. Marder, 
his mother, and sister survived and eventually moved 
to New York. His discussion focused on the ill effects of 
prejudicial attitudes and behaviors and how our world 
continues to repeat history. He ended his program with 
a poem he wrote about a dream he had the night 
his father died and a display of photographs 
from the Holocaust. Mr. Marder currently plays 
the violin for the Radio City Hall orchestra 
and gives presentations on prejudice and its 
consequences.
Marder packs the house for Far Away Places speaker series
Faculty in New Roles 
Electronic Resources Librarian – Laura DeLancey
Elizabethtown/Ft. Knox Librarian – Tony Paganelli
Glasgow Librarian – Chris Robinson-Nkongola
Owensboro Librarian – Jennifer Wright
Visual & Performing Arts Librarian – Kath Pennavaria
Library Advisory Council 
member Cindy Gaffney received 
the 2013 Volunteer Award at the 
annual Summit Awards banquet 
at the Knicely Conference Center 
during Homecoming Week. 
Gaffney (center in picture) 
received the award for her 
contributions to the Libraries and 
SOKY Book Fest from President 
Gary Ransdell and Libraries Dean 
Connie Foster.
Students enjoying Indian 
cuisine of samosas and 
bread pudding during the 
November film “Kahaani.”
Calendar of Events
      WKU Libraries’ 
TopSCHOLAR® research and 
creative activity database has 
reached one million full-text article 
downloads since its launch in May 
2007. “We are very pleased to learn 
we’ve reached and exceeded the 
millionth mark,” said Connie 
Foster, Dean of WKU Libraries. 
“This milestone signifies the 
value of WKU’s intellectual 
capital and global reach.” 
     WKU Libraries selected Same Sun Here, 
written by Silas House and Neela Vaswani, 
as the winner of the 2013 Evelyn Thurman 
Young Readers Book Award. The national 
award was created to honor the memory of 
former WKU librarian Evelyn Thurman, 
who made significant contributions to 
children’s librarianship and literacy. House 
and Vaswani visited youth in the area to talk 
about the book and answer questions about 
being an author and how to write a novel. 
 TopSCHOLAR® exceeds one million  
WKU Libraries participates in Homecoming events
Kentucky Live! 
“Burley: Kentucky Tobacco in 
a New Century” 
with Ann K. Ferrell
February 13 • 7pm • Barnes & Noble
Far Away Places
 “Tangier Island: A Chesapeake 
Bay Treasure” 
with Katherine Pennavaria
February 20 • 7pm • Barnes & Noble
Faraway Flix - “Whale Rider” 
February 21 • 6:30pm • Faculty House
Kentucky Live! 
“The Killing Jar – Based 
on a True Story”
with Gloria Nixon
March 20 • 7pm • Barnes & Noble
Faraway Flix - “A Separation” 
March 21 • 6:30pm • Faculty House
Far Away Places 
“Passport for Discovery”
with Loup Langton
March 27 • 7pm • Barnes & Noble
Kentucky Live! 
“Tennessee & Kentucky Garden 
Guide: The Best Plants for
 a Tennessee of Kentucky Garden”
with Judy Lowe
April 10 • 7pm • Barnes & Noble
Faraway Flix - “The First Grader” 
April 11 • 6:30pm • Faculty House
Far Away Places 
“The Great War (World War I) in 
the Soviet Imagination” 
with Karen Petrone
 April 17 • 7pm • Barnes & Noble
SOKY Book Fest Children’s Day
 9am - 2pm
April 25 • Knicely Conference Center
Writer’s Conference
9am - 3:30pm
April 25 • Knicely Conference Center
Southern Kentucky Book Fest
 April 26 • 9am - 3pm
Knicely Conference Center
     Libraries faculty, staff, and students 
showed their campus spirit by 
donning book character costumes 
and walking the WKU Homecoming 
Parade. 
     Crystal Bowling, organizer for 
WKU Libraries, credits a great team 
of people that contributed 
to the evening’s success. 
“It was a great turnout and I have to 
thank everyone who was involved,” 
said Bowling. “A special thanks goes 
to Amanda Hardin and Paula Bowles 
for rallying student assistants and 
encouraging them to participate.”
Saturday morning of 
Homecoming, former and 
current students, faculty, staff 
and friends attended an open 
house in the Commons at 
Cravens, fourth floor. Visitors 
enjoyed light refreshments, 
watched a PowerPoint 
displaying images of 
Homecoming memories from 
past decades, and toured the 
Libraries.
Marder packs the house for Far Away Places speaker series
Same Sun Here receives the 2013 Evelyn Thurman 















Above: House and Vaswani signed their 
book for council member Pat Porter Miller.
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     The SOKY Reads community “one 
book” reading project featured Man 
in the Blue Moon written by award-
winning author Michael Morris. Free 
copies of the featured book were 
given out to book clubs, community 
members, and students. Morris led a 
workshop “Writing Southern Fiction” 
at WKU, spoke and signed books at 
the Warren County Public Library, 
and attended lunch with a local book 
club. SOKY Reads was funded by 
Jim & Darlene Johnson, Jim Johnson 
Nissan, Jim Johnson Hyundai, WKU 
English Department, Friends of 
WKU Libraries and all participating Book Fest partners (WKU 
Libraries, Warren County Public Library, and Barnes & Noble.)
SOKY Reads! community “one book” 
read featured Man in the Blue Moon
Above: Morris leads WKU 
creative writing class. 
Welcome new Library Advisory 
Council officers and members!
Laura Eason, Chair





Pictured above: The Library Advisory Council met in 
the Guillaume Executive Board Room at Augenstein 
Alumni Center for the Fall 2013  meeting.
Left: 
Morris 
visits with 
local book 
club at 
Brickyard 
Café.


